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NEWS: THE SPORTING GOLD

Sacramento Kings Upcoming Schedule
Courtesy of Preferred Seating

DECEMBER
Wed. Dec. 27	 Philadelphia	 7:00 p.m.
Fri. Dec. 29	 @ L.A. Clippers	 7:30 p.m.
Sat. Dec. 30	 Golden State	 7:00 p.m.

JANUARY
Tue. Jan. 2	 New York	 7:00 p.m.
Thu. Jan. 4	 L.A. Lakers	 7:30 p.m.
Sat. Jan. 6	 Portland	 7:00 p.m.
Tue. Jan. 9	 Cleveland	 7:00 p.m.
Fri. Jan. 12	 @ Portland	 7:00 p.m.
Sat. Jan. 13	 Houston	 7:00 p.m.
Mon. Jan. 15	 @ New York	 10:00 a.m.
Wed. Jan 17	 @ Toronto	 4:00 p.m.
Fri. Jan. 19	 @ Boston	 4:30 p.m.
Sat. Jan 20	 @ Detroit	 4:30 p.m.
Mon. Jan. 22	 New Jersey	 7:00 p.m.
Wed. Jan. 24	 Milwaukee	 7:00 p.m.
Fri. Jan. 26	 @ NO/Oklahoma City	 5:00 p.m.
Sat. Jan 27	 @ Dallas	 5:30 p.m.

Star Spangled Girl
By KELLY DAVIS
Sacramento Union Columnist

I’d like to introduce you to 10-year-old Ellie Smith, a vocal 
fireball from Henderson, Nevada.

I met Ellie at the University of Nevada, Reno, where we 
played a preseason game against the Hornets. She and her dad, 
Rick, were passing time in the press lounge before she per-
formed her rendition of the Star Spangled Banner.

At 4’6”, she’s a tiny little thing. She’s quiet and shy, and as I 
talked to her I couldn’t help but wonder if we’d be able to hear 

her sing. But put a microphone in her hand and watch out! I couldn’t believe that 
voice could come out of that little girl.

Ellie is very natural in front of a crowd. Her parents knew they were in for a 
treat when she took the microphone at a family reunion and entertained the crowd 
while the band took a break. She was only three years old at the time. Three years 
later she took the stage at a regional gymnastics meet in Las Vegas, and she’s been 
performing ever since. 

She is know as the Star Spangled Girl because she regularly sings the National 
Anthem at sporting events, but she also enjoys Broadway and other inspirational 
music. Her most memorable moment was to perform at Dodger Stadium in 
front of 40,000 fans. A few other favorites from her resume include the Arizona 
Diamondbacks, the Las Vegas 51s and the NBA Summer League.

Ellie plans to pursue singing and acting, and she aspires to sing on the Disney 
Channel one day.

In addition to her success at local events, she has earned several awards for her 
talent. Her most recent accomplishment was on the CBS Early Show. She was 
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selected from thousands of national entries to be the First Performer in a CBS 
nationally televised contest.

You can hear Ellie live and in person on January 6. She’ll be performing right 
here in Sacramento at the game against Portland. Be sure to show your support and 
give a very warm welcome to the Star Spangled Girl.

Ellie Smith, the Star Spangled Girl, will be performing in Sacramento on January 6.

Kings’ Ron Artest 
On The Block?
By James Darnell
The Sacramento Union Sports Writer

Amidst all the controversy surround-
ing a possible Mike Bibby for Allen 
Iverson trade, Kings’ forward Ron 
Artest offered advice to Iverson, sug-
gesting he needs to “Just Play” and not 
let the trade talks affect him. However, 

it’s now Artest who should follow his own 
advice, or he may just find himself shipped 
out of town himself.

It has been widely reported that Artest 
and teammate Mike Bibby are not on the 
same page, and assumingly had little or 
no off-the-court relations. It has also been 
known that Artest refused to re-enter a 
game earlier this season, as well as sit out 
games with a “back ailment”, with team-
mates saying that Artest “Plays when he 
wants” and that the coaching staff has “no 
control of him”. If any or all of this stands 
to be true, expect Artest to be exchanging 
his white and purple attire for possibly the 
uniform of the Los Angeles Clippers. 

Corey Maggette of the L.A. Clippers has 
expressed his desire of being traded, and 
the Clippers seem intent on initiating such 
a scenario. Grant Napear, the television 
play-by-play personality for the Kings, said 
that the Kings and Clippers may be work-
ing out a deal to swap Maggette for Artest, 
possibly in the not-to-distant future. Calls 
to Maloof Sports Entertainment and the 
Kings Organization in regards to this issue 
were not returned before press time.

Both players are making around $7 
million this season, so a straight-up deal 
would work under the NBA’s Collective 
Bargaining Agreement, with the two sala-
ries being in the percent range necessary to 

complete the trade. 
Artest and Maggette had previously been 

rumored to be exchanged for one another 
while Artest played in Indiana in 2005. 
Talks fell through, and Artest was shipped 
to Sacramento for forward Peja Stojakovic. 
It seems though that the Clippers have not 
waned in their interest for Artest, nor desire 
to trade Maggette. So forget the Iverson 
Sweepstakes, the Kings are in the running 
in the Trade Ron Artest Marathon.

Is Ron Artest in danger of being traded to  
the L.A. Clippers for Corey Maggette?  
(Sacramento Union photo)




