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Youngster has recorded soundtrack

looked up quizzically and
asked, “about what?"

“That's the thing with her,”
Geri Smith said. “She doesn’t
get nervous, and we're stand-
ing on the sidelines ready
to throw up. It's very nerve-
wracking for us."

Ellie said, “I don't get ner-
vous, But I am double jointed
in my thumb.”

“See that's the 10-year-old in
her,” her mom said, grinning.

Jamie Mapes, the Thomas &
Mack sports marketing man-
ager who hired Ellie for the
UNLV gig, said he has to worry
less about her than some of his
adult performers.

“She has a presence, she’s
calm and is a rock even in
front of a big crowd,” he said.
“What [ like is that she genu-
inely likes singing.”

Mapes said he heard about
her from former UNLV football
coach and radio commentator
Harvey Hyde.

“I didn't have a demo CD or
anything at first, but when I
heard it, I thought she was 15
or 16," Mapes said. “Then when
1 saw this little girl sing, | was
pretty much blown away. She's
got a set of pipes on her."

Ellie has been reliable for
him as well, he said. “I like
the fact that I can call herina
pinch to do a softball game or
a smaller event and she'll do
it, which is rare when someone
is getting more well known."

Geri Smith said Ellie is get-
ting more offers to sing, but
they are resisting regular trips
to Los Angeles for work.

“We don't go to L.A. unless
we have a specific perfor-
mance,” she said. “We're try-
ing to keep her life as normal
as we can.”

That limits her daughter's
opportunities, she said.

“Unfortunately even though
Las Vegas is the entertainment
capital of the world, there are
not enough performing op-
portunities for kids in this
area,” she said. "Kids can't
even audition for the Rainbow
Theater competitions until

they're 10 ycwld.

The Smiths usually have
Ellie perform only patriotic
songs or Broadway show tunes
at her public appearances.

“We have to be careful. We
try to find age-appropriate pop
songs, but we try to protect
her from the lyrics of some of
them." Geri Smith said. “We
have to screen her from tele-
vision. Even with ‘The Today
Show' in the mornings, we
have to be very careful.”

Ellie’s current favorite songs
besides the national anthem
are Barbra Streisand's ren-
dition of “Don’t Rain on My
Parade” from the Broadway
production “Funny Girl" and
“River Deep, Mountain High,"
by Celine Dion.

Ellie sang Judy Garland's
version of “Over the Rainbow”
while sitting in the bleachers

e

of the UNLV game, without
missing a note.

“I like (‘American Idol’ run-
ner-up) Katherine McPhee's
version, but I'm still learning
that one,” Ellie said. "I like
watching American Idol, but
my mom doesn't let me stay
up to watch it that much.”

Despite numerous success-
ful performances at sporting
events, stage and theater pro-
ductions and first place fin-
ishes in singing competitions,
Ellie hasn't decided that will
be her future.

“l see singing as a hobby,
but it could be a job," she said.
“Because you can sing all over
the country at, like, football
games and stuff.”

Ellie was asked what she
thought about the challenges
of being a kid today. She was
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Ellie Smith, bottom left, sits next to friends and family shortly after performing the national anthem before
the start of a football game at Sam Boyd Stadium.

quick with her 10-year-old ad-
vice:

“Don't do drugs because
you'll get addicted and then
go crazy and probably die.”
Ellie explained, matter-of-
factly. “Listen to your parents
and never act 100 grown-up
when you're not that grown-
up because it gives you a bad
reputation. 1f you're a singer
and have a bad reputation or
act up at auditions, they won't
pick you.

“Always try your best in
school and in everything you
do, because if you act up in
school you won't be able to go
to college ... and you should go
to college. And work hard to
achieve your dreams.”

Stacey Bonnar is a News correspon-
dent




